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THE MATRONS' COUNCIL OF OREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

By kind invitation of 
Miss E. T. B,ickerton, 
R.R.C., Matron, and thre 
Cocmmittee od the Prinoe of 
Wales's General Hospital, 
Tottenham., a Meeting of 
the Matrons' Council of 
Great Britain and Ireland 
was. held at that institution 
on S.aturd.ay, March 10th. 

B.efore the meeting, mem- 
b,ers of the Coancil h.ad the 
opportunity of seeing the 
lmspital, which just naw 
is in a transitional stage, 
accommodation being built 
for 50 extra beds!, an addi- 

tional operating theatre, and more nurses' !bed- 
roolms. When complet,edi the .hospital will .have 
between 170 and, 180 b,edss. Th,e busy wards 
were in excellent order, the children's ward 
'being specially bright ,and attractive. The  well- 
appointed operating th,eatre testified to the 
large amount of work #done there, and the 
'' obslervation posk '' .behind a low wall pro- 
xidled an excellent coign of vantage for IooBersL 
on whose presence is not Gequired in the 
theamtre proper. 

THE MEETING. 
Wben the Meeting was call,edl to a d e r ,  Miss 

Reather-Bigg, R;R..C., Presidlent, sai'd :- 
" Before beginning the business of this after- 

noon I wish to give ,expression to  a feeling that 
is shared by meveryoae here, a feeling of pro? 
found ;regret that Mrs. Bedford Fenwiok is  no 
longer on th,e General Nursing Council. 

It is almost unbelievable that she should not 
be included. on the body of. khose e1,ected to 
carry o u t  the provisions oQ tbe Act. Rut 
Mrs. Bedford Fenwick does but share th,e lot 

kommo,n to .all pioneers. Almost invariably 
those who hlave tolilsd and striven for the good 
of th,e Commlunity ,stand a&e at th,e end, while 
the newer advoicatas oqf the cause step in and 
dominate. 

W e  saw i.t weith Mrs. Fawqett, Mrs. Garrett 
Anderson, Lady Frances Balfour, and, others, 
who should, have been the first representatives 
of women in  Parliament, but who were coatent 
to Pest on t%ei<r leu.r,els, .and, leave to an, 

.Amlerican the proud position of being the first 
wom.an Memb,er of Parliam,ent. 

' 

Pioneers expect n,either gratitu.de nor ova-. 
tion ; they are content to1 know ' that they are 

the ,salt of the earth, without whom all pro- 
gress would be impossiIb1,e. " 

RESOLUTION. 
Misa Heather-Bigg then proposed from th,e 

&air the ,following Res,olution :- 
" That the Matrons' Council of Great Britain 

and Ireland profoundly regret that Mrs. Be,d- 
f0r.d Fenwick's. great powers olf organisation 
and unparalleled know1,edge of Psurli.am.entary 
pro.cedure s,hould be lost to the General Nurs- 
ing Council. 

' ' The Matrons' Couacil would1 also1 con- 
gratulate the Indiependent Candidates on their 
election. " 

Miss B'kkterton, s:upporting the R,esalution, 
s'aid that &e endorsed all that Miss Heather. 
Bigg had said. It was  incredib1.e that Mrsl. 
Fenwic'k sth,ould not be on the .Gen,eral Nursing 
Council after all h,er airduous wo.rk f0.r State 
Registration of Nurses!, and the fact tha.t, but 
far 'her, we should no4 have had1 a Nurses' 
Registration Act. 

ShIe also cornmenfied! on th,e fact that tbe 
Syll.abus of Training in General' Nursing was 
not yet signed. 

The Res,olution was carried unanimously, 
and with acclamatidn: 

MINUTES. 
Tbe k h u t e s  o f  the last meeting woere read 

and confirmed., and,, arising out of the Minutes, 
it was  res:olveid th.at tbe Resdutioa passed at 
th.e last meeting of the Council tot be forwarded 
to  th.e then Minister oif Health, urging him to 
sign rhe Syllabuls, of Training in ,General Nurs- 
ing, should b.e forwardied to the new Mini,stw 
(Mr. Neville Chamberl.aiii). 

CORRESPONDENCE. 
The Hon. Secretary notified a large number 

of lett,ers of r e p e t  fi.om, m,embers who were 
unable to he present, and other letters were' 
dealt with. 

One member, who is thle Supe&tend,ent of 
a 1.arg.e staff of 1pri.vate nursies, in the North, 
wrcte : " The most .practical questioa that 
arises. in my mind is, Which po1,itical party is 
goling to give mo,st h,elp to indiepenmdrent Nurs- 
ing Organisations (such a s  my own), and how 
ar,e we to organise on such lines; a s  will best 
ensure' the suipport o'f that pa;rty? My own 
mi,nd has ,been made u p  0.n that question far a 
ve? lolllg time : th'e Labour Party and Workers' 
IJnioas.; but there is a ' for  all things,' 
and I wait the decisions of thoae who are wiser 
than myself." 
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